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From the Editor 
Thanks again for the many contributions to this month’s Smokebox.  I had intended to provide 

something myself, describing modifications to GRS 45mm gauge points, but I think there might be 

enough to read this month without something which could rightly be described as of minority 

interest! 

It’s Friday 29th October and I have just returned from another week on the W&LLR in Wales.  The 

running season is almost complete, with only Santa Specials to come in December, which by choice 

I’m not rostered for.  However, two more visits are planned in November, one to wash out the Earl 

prior to the Specials and the other, with Carol, to decorate the tea rooms.  The most recent visit was 

a little different, working on 699 (the Franco-Belge 0-8-0) on Monday and Thursday, with Tuesday 

and Wednesday on the Earl.  Wednesday was especially memorable because the driver completed 

my first trainee driver form.  Driver training is scheduled to start in earnest at the beginning of next 

season, but it was still good to get my first formal feedback submitted to the loco department.  

Buffering up 20 tons of loco to 40 tons of stationary train was interesting but completed without 

bending anything! 

The picture below shows the output at the end of Thursday (when working on the Franco-Belge 0-8-

0).  These hardwood runners will support the hardwood floor, a couple of planks of which are visible 

top left.  The runners are bolted with stainless fixings to mild steel strip, welded to blocks which 

stand the strip and hence the wooden runners off the cab floor, so the moisture which will inevitably 

gather under the floor can escape.  The substantial pipes lead to/from back-head fittings and the 

firebox will be where I was standing to take the picture.  I have a little more to do, which will be 

completed during the first of November’s visits. 
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Modelling work on the ELR coal fired Fowler has taken a back seat as work has now started on long-

planned changes to my own layout, part of which has been the point modifications referred to 

earlier.  My line is severed in two places but I hope to be running again before I return to Wales on 

the 22nd of November.  The model railway is just like its bigger, narrow-gauge cousin.  There’s always 

something to do! 

See you at the November meeting      . 

Alan Regan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
We seem to have a mini crisis every time we meet this year. First it was Covid and last month the 

great fuel panic! But despite fears of empty tanks, members on holiday and general illness we had a 

really good turnout. Initially I thought we might only need Carol and Grahams track but after an hour 

or so, so many folks arrived that Eaton Downs was soon erected and was very busy for the rest of 

the session. Eaton downs performed very well but we had two slight problems, one was a case of 

fishplates sliding under the rail rather than over its base and the other was a point which gave rough 

running towards the end of the day – this proved to be a length of fine chain dropped by a member’s 

rolling stock so soon cured. 

When I penned my notes for the last Smokebox I was about to travel to Devon for the Lynton and 

Barnstaple Railway Gala. It was an interesting journey, massive queues on the M5, tailbacks from 

every fuel outlet, all of which added hours to our time. Once at the Gala is seemed that attendance 

was down, one of the stallholders thought that the “stay at home” holiday makers had filled up all 

the available accommodation, thankfully I booked a B&B as soon as I heard the Gala was going 

ahead. It was very good to see the new build 762 running so well with those magnificent L&B 

coaches. Also, the wonderful Hunslet No 303 as a guest locomotive. 

Hunslet No 303, a guest locomotive at the Lynton and Barnstaple Railway Gala 
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Resident loco 762 Lyn on the Lynton and Barnstaple Railway 

 

Must not forget the other resident locomotives which also put on a good show, as did the ground 

level 7 ¼” scale 762 Lyn. 

We paid extra and had a ride in First Class, real luxury and a credit to the coach restorers.  

I don’t know if you have come across the building sequence of 762 but this link gives a good insight 

into the design philosophy and construction during its build: 

http://archive762.club/762lynformation60.php . There are 60 bulletins full of drawings and 

information. A fascinating modern take on an established design. 

Bob 

Meeting Dates for 2021 
Please note that the start time is 10.30 with close at 16.00. 

• Sunday 7th November 

• Sunday 5th December 

COVID-19 Notice 
Although face coverings are no longer compulsory, with the increasing prevalence of COVID-19 

variants and the fact that no vaccination is 100% effective, the committee asks that members should 

consider wearing face coverings in the Hall (unless medically excused) particularly when in close 

contact with other members. 

Tea and coffee facilities will be provided at the meeting, but as a result of COVID-19 and also for 

hygiene reasons, it is recommended that members bring their own mug & spoon to BAG Meetings 

for the foreseeable future. 

http://archive762.club/762lynformation60.php
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Finally, please note that there is no restriction on the number of members attending meetings. 

Building the Pickering Brake Composite No.4  
Garth Bridgwood has provided the following account of building a Perfect World kit.  Which reminds 

me, I must get the same manufacturer’s Vale of Rheidol open bogie coach built… 

The following is a brief description of a model I am building of the North Wales Narrow Gauge 

Railway Pickering Brake Composite No.4 constructed from a Perfect World kit. Instead of the usual 

laser cut profiles this kit is assembled from pieces of precision cut mahogany and other hardwoods. 

Each side is made from seven pieces and the photo shows a simple jig being used to keep it square. 

  

The ducket was made from seventeen pieces.  
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Sides and ends are clamped to check that the body is square before being glued together. 

 

Fitting the interior. The kit provided planks of wood for the seating in the 3rd class compartments, 

but I have made slatted seats as supplied in the original coach. To make life difficult I decided to fit 

glazing bars with individual windows rather a strip across the openings. The running boards and 

support brackets were rivetted in place instead of just glued. 
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The completed interior. Note the old boy has brought his prize hens into the compartment along 

with his mug of tea. 

 

The coach fully lined in gold as delivered to the railway in 1907. I need a pair of angled brake pipes to 

complete the coach, but I will have to wait until Brandbright is back in business.  
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Building my own garden railway 
Ken Reade has provided several pictures and a short description of the building of his line.  It also 

illustrates how material offered for sale at group meetings can help other members enjoy our hobby. 

When the first Covid lockdown came into force in 2020 I was unable to run my trains. The solution 

was to build my own track.  

Having a small garden, I was limited to the size of a layout I could put in. However, there was a strip 

down one side that receives little to no sunlight, hence not suitable for growing plants.  I opted for a 

ground level track laid on Filcris boards with sand and brick foundations. 

Filcris boards laid out as the layout was initially planned 

 

Laying the boards and track was straight forward and was finished after a month or so. 
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The track is mainly Tenmille with a small amount of Peco, all purchased from a monthly meeting at 

Eaton Bray as part of a “stage sale”. 

The loop in the foreground in the previous pictures laid with track and the garden re-established 

 

The station area 
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I have since added a few features including buildings, a couple of sidings and a turntable all to add 

some versatility and the railway look. 

The loop near the house giving access to the sidings 

 

Sidings close to the house – an addition to the original to add interest and versatility 
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Due to being at ground level it is subject to the ravages of Mother Nature but that is all part of 

running a garden railway.  All in all, a very enjoyable project which allows me to run trains. 

Night time illumination 

  
 

 
 



  

 

Smokebox, November 2021 Page 11 of 12 

Other railways 

WAGS WHARF UPDATE 
Here’s Chris Pretty’s regular update on activity at Pitstone Museum.  Note that Chris won’t be 

submitting further updates until March, unless there is news of the problems with the Beam Engine. 

The museums last open days for the 2021 season took place on Sunday 10th October. Considering 

the time of the year and the weather we had an exceptionally good turnout plus the Wags Wharfs 

team was at full strength for the final day. The Beam Engine continues to be source of concern with 

its erratic running, we have taken the opportunity to remove the Engine from the Layout, it is 

currently with Geoff Evans who will try to get to the bottom of the problems. 

As the museum is now closed for the rest of 2021, I will not be providing any further update until 

March next year. 

The museum will re-open for the 2022 season on Easter Monday. The following open days have 

been schedule for 2022: 

Easter Monday 18th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 

Sunday 29th May 

Sunday 12th May. 

The remaining dates for 2022 will be publish early next year, in the meantime the latest news about 

the museum can be found on their web site at www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk 

Chris Pretty 
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Sales & Wants 
Please note that a table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they have for sale. 

JOHN ROGERS’ COLLECTION 
John Kitchenman is facilitating the sale of the following items formerly owned by late Association member John Rogers.  Here is a revision to the list of 

items published in October’s Smokebox.  If you’re interested in any of these items, please contact John at john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com.  

Alternatively, you can contact John’s son-in-law, Philip Cracknell at philcracknell1964@gmail.com. 

Photos are available of the locos and stock on request to John. 

Description Control Colour Condition Storage Price 

Roundhouse Sandy River MK2 R/C Black Excellent, little used Locobox and cradle  £2,600  

Roundhouse Darjeeling B-class R/C Black Good, used Locobox  £1,500  

Roundhouse Fowler Manual Black Good, used Locobox  £1,250  
Four Darjeeling-style Bogie Open Wagons, metal, very well made N/A Brown Little used N/A  £80 each 
One Bogie Flat Bed Wagon, metal with tractor Load N/A Brown Used N/A  £80  

For Sale by John Kitchenman 
01234 838978 or john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com 

Accucraft Talyllyn, 0-4-2, 32mm gauge only, internally gas fired, manual control, slide valve reversing, colour Indian Red with lining. Excellent condition, new 

December 2021 and only test run to confirm correct operation of burner, safety valve and normal running in forward and reverse. Comes with all original 

paperwork, tools, special packing and double box. Price £1485. 

Mamod Stirling, 0-4-0, 32/45mm dual gauge, internally gas fired, manual control, slip eccentric reversing, colour red. Good used condition. This is a large, 

heavy and powerful model locomotive. Price £550 

mailto:john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com
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